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From the Natlonal Interfalth Committee for Worker Justlce

Invocation

Opening Song

Responsive Reading One:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:
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Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

We gather today to lift up immigrants who live and work in our
community. We give thanks for the many gifts and talents they
bring to our nation.

We give thanks and pray for all living in our community, but
especially those who are immigrants among us.

There are over 32 million immigrants in the U.S. living and
working in cities, suburbs and rural areas across the nation.

One in eight workers today is foreign born.

)

Except for Native Americans, we were all once new to this country.

Some of us came to the U.S. escaping poverty or oppression.
Others of us were forced here on slave ships. Still others came
seeking opportunity.

New immigrants come for many of the same reasons. Most
immigrants come escaping poverty and oppression and seeking
opportunities. Leviticus 19, verses 33 and 34 tell us:

Don’t mistreat any foreigners who live in your land. Instead,
treat them as well as you treat citizens and love them as much
as you love yourself. Remember, you were once foreigners in
the land of Egypt. I am the LORD your God.

We serve a God who wants justice for all of God’s people.

God desires justice for native born and foreign born alike. All
people are children of God.
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