
Sharing Catholic Social Teaching: Challenges and Directions
Reflections of the U.S. Catholic Bishops

The following are short excerpts describing three important themes in Catholic social teaching. To understand the full dimensions of Catholic
social teaching, be sure to read the complete document.  There are seven themes highlighted as key for Catholic social tradition: life and digni-
ty of the human person; call to family; community and participation; rights and responsibilities; option for the poor and vulnerable; the dignity
of work and the rights of workers; solidarity; and care for God’s creation.  Three of these themes seem most appropriate for reflection over Labor
Day weekend. The Bishops say, “Catholic social teaching is a central and essential element of our faith.  Its roots are in Hebrew prophets who
announced God’s special love for the poor and called God’s people to a covenant of love and justice. It is a teaching founded on the life and
words of Jesus Christ, who came ‘to bring glad tidings to the poor. . . liberty to captives. . .recovery of sight to the blind’ (Lk 4:18-19), and who
identified himself with ‘the least of these,’ the hungry and the stranger (cf. Mt 25:45).  Catholic social teaching is built on a commitment to the
poor.  This commitment arises from our experiences of Christ in the Eucharist.  As the Catechism of the Catholic Church explains, ‘To receive
in truth the Body and Blood of Christ given up for us, we must recognize Christ in the poorest, his brethren (No. 1397).’”  Below are the state-
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ments describing the three themes.

Call to Family, Community, and
Participation
In a global culture driven by excessive individualism,
our tradition proclaims that the person is not only
sacred but also social. How we organize our society in
economics and politics, in law and policy directly
affects human dignity and the capacity of individuals
to grow in community. The family is the central social
institution that must be supported and strengthened,
not undermined. While our society often exalts indi-
vidualism, the Catholic tradition teaches that human
beings grow and achieve fulfillment in community. We
believe people have a right and a duty to participate in
society, seeking together the common good and well-
being of all, especially the poor and vulnerable. Our
Church teaches that the role of government and other
institutions is to protect human life and human dignity
and promote the common good.

Option for the Poor and Vulnerable
In a world characterized by growing prosperity for some
and pervasive poverty for others, Catholic teaching
proclaims that a basic moral test is how our most vul-
nerable members are faring. In a society marred by
deepening divisions between rich and poor, our tradi-
tion recalls the story of the Last Judgement (Mt 25:31-
46) and instructs us to put the needs of the poor and
vulnerable first.

The Dignity of Work and the Rights of
Workers
In a marketplace where too often the quarterly bottom
line takes precedence over the rights of workers, we
believe that the economy must serve people, not the
other way around. Work is more than a way to make a
living; it is a form of continuing participation in God’s
creation. 

Labor Day Litany

ALL: LORD, GIVE SUCCESS TO THE WORK OF OUR HANDS.

Reader: For all those who work:  

ALL: LORD, GIVE SUCCESS TO THE WORK OF OUR HANDS.

Reader: For those who are unemployed or underemployed, or have lost their jobs 
because of changing economic conditions, let us pray:

ALL: LORD, GIVE SUCCESS TO THE WORK OF OUR HANDS.

Reader: For those who work in hazardous conditions without sufficient protec-
tion, let us pray:

ALL: LORD, GIVE SUCCESS TO THE WORK OF OUR HANDS.

Reader: For migrant workers and all who work the land, let us pray:

ALL: LORD, GIVE SUCCESS TO THE WORK OF OUR HANDS.

Reader: For all employers that they may seek to provide a just work environment:

ALL: LORD, GIVE SUCCESS TO THE WORK OF OUR HANDS.

Reader: For those who face discrimination, harassment, or abuse in the work
place, let us pray:

ALL: LORD, GIVE SUCCESS TO THE WORK OF OUR HANDS.

Reader: For those who must balance job commitments with the needs of their 
family, let us pray:

ALL: LORD, GIVE SUCCESS TO THE WORK OF OUR HANDS.

Reader: Loving God, through your Son you gave us an example to love one 
another as he loved us. Give us the strength to continue working to bring 
forth your kingdom here on earth–a kingdom of justice and peace, kindness
and compassion, grace and mercy. Grant this through Christ, our Lord.

ALL: AMEN.

Reader: Friends, let us offer 
our prayers to God, who pro-
nounced all creation good, 
who sent his Son to live and 
work as one like us, and who 
calls us to serve the poor and 
those oppressed.   Lord, give 
success to the work of our 
hands.

Bulletin Inserts

The Labor Day Litany (right) is intended to be
cut out and copied.  “The Achilles Heal of the
Economy” and “Called to Justice in Everyday
Life” on subsequent pages are intended as double-
sided bulletin inserts. Please cut out and repro-
duce for worship services.  All materials in this
booklet may be reproduced without permission.  
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